
SUTURES POCKET GUIDE
PRODUCT INFORMATION



Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided Braided 
Braided or 
Monofilament**

Braided

Monosyn Quick Monosyn MonoPlus Monomax Novosyn Novosyn Quick Safil Safil Quick

Glyconate, short-term 
absorbable

Glyconate, mid-term 
absorbable

Polydioxanone, 
long-term absorbable

Poly-4-hydroxybuti-
rate extra long-term 
absorbable

Polyglactin 910,  
mid-term absorbable

Polyglactin 910,  
short-term absorbable

Polyglycolic acid, 
mid-term absorbable

Polyglycolic acid,  
short-term absorb-
able

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none 

Coating: 

none

Coating: 
 
Polyglactin 370 and 
calcium stearate 

Coating: 
 
Polyglactin 370 and 
calcium stearate 

Coating: 

Copolymer of glico-
lide, ε-caprolactone 
and trimethylene car
bonate or uncoated**

Coating: 

Copolymer of glico-
lide, ε-caprolactone 
and trimethylene 
carbonate

USP	 6/0	 to	 1
metric	 0.7	 to	 4

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

USP	 2/0	 to 	 1
metric	 3	 to 	 4

USP	 8/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.4	 to	 5

USP	 6/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.7	 to	 5

USP	 10/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.2	 to	 5

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
6-7	 Days	 ~50 %
10	 Days	 ~20-30 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~50 %
21	 Days	 ~20 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	Days	 ~90 %
28 	Days  
(≤ USP 4/0)	 ~50 %
35 	Days  
(≥ USP 3/0)	 ~50 %

Tensile strength 
retention:
USP 2/0, 3/0:
1	 Month	 ~90 %
3	 Months	 ~60 %
5	 Months	 <25 %
7	 Months	 ~0 %
USP 1, 0:
1	 Month	 ~90 %
3	 Months	 ~70 %
5	 Months	 ~60 %
7	 Months	 ~50 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~75 %
21	 Days	 ~40-50 % 
28	 Days	 ~25 % 

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day	 ~100 %
5	 Days	 ~50 %
after 14 Days	 ~0 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~60-70 %
21	 Days	 ~24-42 % 

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day	 ~100 %
5	 Days	 ~50 %
10-14 	Days	 ~0 %

Mass absorption:	

after 56 days

Mass absorption:	

from 60 to 90 days

Mass absorption:	

from 180 to 210 days

Mass absorption:

between 13 months 
and more than 36 
months

Mass absorption:

from 56 to 70 days

Mass absorption:

in approx. 42 days

Mass absorption:

from 60 to 90 days

Mass absorption:

from 42 to 56 days

ABSORBABLE SUTURE MATERIAL

COMPLETE SUTURE RANGE



Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided Braided 
Braided or 
Monofilament**

Braided

Monosyn Quick Monosyn MonoPlus Monomax Novosyn Novosyn Quick Safil Safil Quick

Glyconate, short-term 
absorbable

Glyconate, mid-term 
absorbable

Polydioxanone, 
long-term absorbable

Poly-4-hydroxybuti-
rate extra long-term 
absorbable

Polyglactin 910,  
mid-term absorbable

Polyglactin 910,  
short-term absorbable

Polyglycolic acid, 
mid-term absorbable

Polyglycolic acid,  
short-term absorb-
able

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none 

Coating: 

none

Coating: 
 
Polyglactin 370 and 
calcium stearate 

Coating: 
 
Polyglactin 370 and 
calcium stearate 

Coating: 

Copolymer of glico-
lide, ε-caprolactone 
and trimethylene car
bonate or uncoated**

Coating: 

Copolymer of glico-
lide, ε-caprolactone 
and trimethylene 
carbonate

USP	 6/0	 to	 1
metric	 0.7	 to	 4

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

USP	 2/0	 to 	 1
metric	 3	 to 	 4

USP	 8/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.4	 to	 5

USP	 6/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.7	 to	 5

USP	 10/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.2	 to	 5

USP	 7/0	 to	 2
metric	 0.5	 to	 5

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
6-7	 Days	 ~50 %
10	 Days	 ~20-30 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~50 %
21	 Days	 ~20 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	Days	 ~90 %
28 	Days  
(≤ USP 4/0)	 ~50 %
35 	Days  
(≥ USP 3/0)	 ~50 %

Tensile strength 
retention:
USP 2/0, 3/0:
1	 Month	 ~90 %
3	 Months	 ~60 %
5	 Months	 <25 %
7	 Months	 ~0 %
USP 1, 0:
1	 Month	 ~90 %
3	 Months	 ~70 %
5	 Months	 ~60 %
7	 Months	 ~50 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~75 %
21	 Days	 ~40-50 % 
28	 Days	 ~25 % 

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day	 ~100 %
5	 Days	 ~50 %
after 14 Days	 ~0 %

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day 	 ~100 % 
14	 Days	 ~60-70 %
21	 Days	 ~24-42 % 

Tensile strength 
retention:

1	 Day	 ~100 %
5	 Days	 ~50 %
10-14 	Days	 ~0 %

Mass absorption:	

after 56 days

Mass absorption:	

from 60 to 90 days

Mass absorption:	

from 180 to 210 days

Mass absorption:

between 13 months 
and more than 36 
months

Mass absorption:

from 56 to 70 days

Mass absorption:

in approx. 42 days

Mass absorption:

from 60 to 90 days

Mass absorption:

from 42 to 56 days

Monofilament Advantage

Braided

Monofilament  
Indications

Abdominal Wall  
Health 
 Monomax

Cardiovascular  
Surgery 
 Optilene
 PremiCron

PARS – Plastic And  
Reconstructive  
Surgery 
 Monosyn 
 Monosyn Quick
 Dafilon

** USP 10/0 and 9/0



Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided
Monofilament or 
twisted

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided
Pseudomonofila-
ment Advantage

Braided Braided

Optilene Premilene PremiCron Steelex Dafilon Trelon Supramid Dagrofil Silkam

Polypropylene and 
polyethylene
non-absorbable

Polypropylene,  
non-absorbable

Polyester,  
non-absorbable

Stainless steel, 
non-absorbable

Polyamide 6/6.6 (dyed 
blue or un-dyed), 
Polyamide 6.6 (dyed 
black), non-absorbable

Polyamide 6.6,
non-absorbable

Polyamide 6/6.6,
non-absorbable

Polyester, 
non-absorbable

Natural silk,
non-absorbable

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

silicone

Coating: 
 
none or  
polyethylene 3

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

silicone

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 
 
Pure beeswax or 
refined paraffin wax

USP	 10/0	 to	 0
metric	0.2	 to	 3.5

USP	 10/0	 to	 2
metric	0.2	 to	 5

USP	 6/0	 to	 5
metric	0.7	 to	 7

1	USP	 5/0	 to	 7
	 (metric	 1	to	 9)
2	USP	 1	 to	 7
	 (metric	 4	to	 9)
3	USP	 3/0	 to	 0
	 (metric	 2	to	 3.5)

USP	 11/0	 to	 5
metric	0.1	 to	 7

USP	 6/0	 to	 3
metric	0.7	 to	 6

USP	 6/0	 to	 3
metric	0.7	 to	 6

USP	 6/0
metric	0.7
USP	 8
metric	10

USP	 8/0	 to	 6 
metric	0.4	 to	 8

NON-ABSORBABLE SUTURE MATERIAL

COMPLETE SUTURE RANGE

Open non-sterile outer 
package
	 Wide grasp area

RacePack transfer to 
sterile field

Grasp needle directly 
from the packaging with 
the needle holder

	 Flexible rear flap allows 	
	 an easier grasping of 	
	 the needle

Pull out the suture right-
wards

RacePack® – INNOVATIVE SUTURE PACKAGING SYSTEM BY B. BRAUN

PACKAGING INFORMATION

RacePack-single step 
packaging system 
	 Faster suture transfer, 	

	 time savings for OR 	
	 staff

RacePack, reduced 
memory effect 
	 A reduction of up to  

	 40 % compared to 	
	 standard packaging  
	 in the market

1 Steelex , 2 Steelex Sternum Set, 3 Steelex Electrode Set



Monofilament  
Advantage

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided
Monofilament or 
twisted

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided
Pseudomonofila-
ment Advantage

Braided Braided

Optilene Premilene PremiCron Steelex Dafilon Trelon Supramid Dagrofil Silkam

Polypropylene and 
polyethylene
non-absorbable

Polypropylene,  
non-absorbable

Polyester,  
non-absorbable

Stainless steel, 
non-absorbable

Polyamide 6/6.6 (dyed 
blue or un-dyed), 
Polyamide 6.6 (dyed 
black), non-absorbable

Polyamide 6.6,
non-absorbable

Polyamide 6/6.6,
non-absorbable

Polyester, 
non-absorbable

Natural silk,
non-absorbable

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

silicone

Coating: 
 
none or  
polyethylene 3

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

silicone

Coating: 

none

Coating: 

none

Coating: 
 
Pure beeswax or 
refined paraffin wax

USP	 10/0	 to	 0
metric	0.2	 to	 3.5

USP	 10/0	 to	 2
metric	0.2	 to	 5

USP	 6/0	 to	 5
metric	0.7	 to	 7

1	USP	 5/0	 to	 7
	 (metric	 1	to	 9)
2	USP	 1	 to	 7
	 (metric	 4	to	 9)
3	USP	 3/0	 to	 0
	 (metric	 2	to	 3.5)

USP	 11/0	 to	 5
metric	0.1	 to	 7

USP	 6/0	 to	 3
metric	0.7	 to	 6

USP	 6/0	 to	 3
metric	0.7	 to	 6

USP	 6/0
metric	0.7
USP	 8
metric	10

USP	 8/0	 to	 6 
metric	0.4	 to	 8

Open non-sterile outer 
package

Transfer to sterile field Tear-off opening system, 
indicated by coloured 
arrows

Quick and direct 
gripping of the needle. 
Pull out the suture 
right-wards

DDP – DIRECT DISPENSE PACKAGING

1 Steelex , 2 Steelex Sternum Set, 3 Steelex Electrode Set
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B. Braun Ethicon Medtronic

Optilene
polypropylene
polyethylene
monofilament

Prolene*
Pronova

Surgipro** II  
~ Surgipro**

Premilene polypropylene
monofilament

Prolene*
Pronova

Surgipro** II  
~ Surgipro**

PremiCron polyester braided 
coated

Ethibond  
Excel* Ti-Cron**

Dafilon polyamide  
monofilament Ethilon* Monosof ~  

Dermalon**

Supramid polyamide pseudo- 
monofilament

Trelon polyamide braided 
coated Nurolon* Surgilon**

Dagrofil polyester braided Mersilene* Surgidac**

Silkam silk braided coated
Perma-

Hand silk*
Mersilk*

Silk**

Steelex stainless steel
Stainless 

steel* Steel**

NON-ABSORBABLE SUTURE MATERIAL

COMPARISON CHART



B. Braun Ethicon Medtronic

Monosyn 

Quick
short term absorbable  
monofilament Caprosyn**

Monosyn mid term absorbable  
monofilament Biosyn**

MonoPlus long term absorbable  
monofilament PDS II* Maxon**

Monomax
extra long term  
absorbable  
monofilament

Novosyn 

Quick /  
Safil Quick

short term absorbable 
braided

Vicryl
Rapide*

Velosorb 
Fast**

Novosyn /  

Safil
mid term absorbable 
braided Vicryl* Polysorb**

Monocryl*

The product trademarks “Dafilon”, “Dagrofil”, “Monomax”, 
“MonoPlus”, “Monosyn”, “Novosyn”, “Optilene”, “PremiCron”, 
“Premilene”, “RacePack”, “Safil”, “Silkam”, “Steelex” and “Trelon” 
are registered trademarks of B. Braun Melsungen AG and its 
subsidiaries.

with * 	 marked trademarks are trademarks of Ethicon. 
with ** 	 marked trademarks are trademarks of Medtronic.

ABSORBABLE SUTURE MATERIAL

COMPARISON CHART

Monofilament  
Advantage

Braided



B. Braun Surgical, S.A.  |  Carretera de Terrassa, 121  |  08191 Rubí  |  Spain
Phone +34 93 586 6200  |  Fax +34 93 588 1096  |  www.bbraun.com

AESCULAP® – a B. Braun brand
Aesculap AG  |  Am Aesculap-Platz  |  78532 Tuttlingen  |  Germany
Phone +49 7461 95-0  |  Fax +49 7461 95-2600  |  www.aesculap.com

The main product trademark “Aesculap” is a registered trademark of Aesculap AG.

Subject to technical changes. All rights reserved. This brochure may only be  
used for the exclusive purpose of obtaining information about our products.  
Reproduction in any form partial or otherwise is not permitted. B56002� 0717/0.75/3


